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Keynote Presentation 

 
Mix It Up: 7 Active Learning Strategies You Can Do in 10 Minutes or Less to Engage 
Students, Assess Learning, and Increase Retention 

Location: SSC Ballroom 
You don't have to redesign your entire course to increase student engagement and improve 
learning. By adding a few active learning strategies to your classroom, you can increase student 
engagement, encourage collaboration, and improve learning and retention. In this highly 
interactive keynote session, you will participate in seven different active learning strategies you 
can immediately apply to your class. Each of the strategies is informed by research, grounded in 
theory, and designed for practical application. At the end of the session, you will receive a 
resource guide to support you in creating successful active learning experiences for your students.   
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Participate in 7 different active learning strategies 
 Reflect on how to adapt one of the flipped/active learning strategies for your own course(s) 
 Reflect on your skills and abilities as a facilitator of learning 

 
Presenter: Barbi Honeycutt, Flip It Consulting, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Concurrent Session I: 10:10 am – 11:00 am 

 
Electronic Responses to Student Writing in Online Writing Center Appointments 

Session Strand: Online Learning 
Location: Room 2147 
In February 2015, the University Writing Center started offering limited online appointments.  
Although we considered offering synchronous (chat-style) appointments as well, we decided to 
focus on asynchronous (email-style) appointments as more efficient and effective.  Since then, the 
number of online appointments has increased steadily, and I will share the way online 
appointments work and the value of them to improving student writing.  While sharing this 
information, I hope to not only make participants more informed users of the Writing Center but 
also provide them with techniques for using electronic response to student writing in their own 
traditional or online classes.   
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Demonstrate the way online appointments work in the UMES University Writing Center 
 Establish the value of electronic response to improving student writing 
 Provide participants with tools they can use in their own electronic responses to student 

writing 

 
Presenter: Terry Smith, Department of English and Modern Languages 
 

 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Smartphone 

Session Strand: Teaching with Technology 
Location: Room 2146 
Rather than fighting the presence of cell phones in the classroom, we can embrace the 
smartphone and use it to enhance classroom learning.  In this session, we will discuss several apps 
that teachers and students can use both in the classroom and out to enrich the learning 
experience, get students more active in class, and help our students stay on track.  Bring your 
phone so we can try some apps.        
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Energize faculty members to embrace mobile technology within their curriculum 
 Introduce a variety of apps that can enhance the classroom experience 
 Discuss the students’ response to the use of smartphones in the classroom 

 
Presenter: Bonni Miller, Department of English and Modern Languages 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
What is the Impact of Community Engagement on Students Collegiate Experience? 

Session Strand: Experiential Education, Service Learning, and Community Engagement 
Location: Room 2144 
When students feel that they are accomplishing their goals and are supported by campus 
personnel, it has a positive influence on their collegiate experience and success in the classroom.  
Hunt offered Astin’s theory of involvement as a means of obtaining successful outcomes.  Astin’s 
theory of involvement postulates that the more students are involved in academic and social 
aspects of the collegiate experience the more likely student learning will increase.  Elkins, 
Forrester, and Noel-Elkins concluded that involvement contributes to a sense of community. This 
presentation will explore the benefits of engaging students in service projects outside of the 
classroom.  
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Provide strategies to engage students outside of the classroom 
 Provide outcomes of community engagement and student retention 
 Provide resources to assist future community engagement projects and data collection 

processes 

 

Presenter: Clifton Harcum, Office of University Engagement and Lifelong Learning 

 

 
Integrating STEM Interdisciplinary Projects with Dialectic Theory and Comparative 
Methods 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-A 
The dialectic design approach and comparative performance analysis were created for 
undergraduate engineering and aviation students as a teaching method to facilitate and improve  
student-learning experiences in STEM disciplines.  We had found in our study that both the 
dialectic design approach and comparative performance analysis were critical to the theoretical 
development and the fundamental practices for engineering and aviation education in course 
learning objectives.  These teaching methods were created for undergraduate engineering and 
aviation students to support specific interdisciplinary practices and focused on emerging issues 
concerning the design process and performance analysis based on innovative practices. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Review the technical dimension for innovative approaches to student learning  
 Review the interpersonal dimension for innovative approaches to student learning 
 Review the reflective dimension for innovative approaches to student learning 

 

Presenters: Willie Brown, Lei Zhang, Department of Engineering and Aviation Sciences 
 

 
 



 

 

The Baraka of Yoga-Based Learning: Flipping the Classroom OUT 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-B 
The purpose of life is to grow.  The purpose of a course is to grow. The purpose of teaching is to 
guide others to grow.  This sounds great, right?  What happens when you throw in tests, and 
classrooms, and attendance, and rules, and electronic technology, and spiraling costs, and the 
crushing stress and anxiety of being American in the twenty-first century?  Not so good now, right?  
Until you breathe, and remember that all of life is a constant balancing, and the purpose of it all is 
to grow, and where we are right now is exactly where we are supposed to be.  I will share my 
praxis of baraka as both a learning and assessment strategy, and yoga as a model for teaching and 
learning. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Entertain participants with highlights of my thirty year teaching journey of refining and 

tuning and innovating and learning about what works and what does not 
 Invite participants to give themselves permission to abandon what does not work in 

teaching 
 Invite participants to give themselves permission to be open to new ideas about teaching: 

in particular: yoga and baraka 
 

Presenter: Kathryn Barrett-Gaines, Department of Social Sciences 
 
 

Concurrent Session II: 11:10 am – 12:00 pm 

 
GRIT and Online Learning 

Session Strand: Online Learning 
Location: Room 2147 
Grit, the perseverance and persistence to achieve goals, and growth mindset has been shown to 
be a significant factor in predicting student success. Research on grit is still in its infancy, and much 
remains to be discovered about how it relates to different aspects of cultural and familiar 
background as well as how it applies to different learning modalities. The current study seeks to 
remedy this shortcoming by applying the standard 12-Question GRIT Scale with the addition of a 
series of validated questions that seek to measure student learning behaviors, attitude, 
background information, and perceived self-learning efficacy into a single instrument. Results of 
the first phase of the study, the hypotheses and possibilities being explored in the second phase, 
and the implications of grit on student success in online learning will be presented. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Explain and articulate the concepts of grit and growth mindset 
 Explain how grit relates to success in online learning 
 Interpret data on the grittiness of UMES online students 

 

Presenter: Nicole Buzzetto-Hollywood, Department of Business, Management, and Accounting 
 

 



 

 

Expanding Real World Design Using the Raspberry Pi 
Session Strand: Teaching with Technology 
Location: Room 2149-A 
The Raspberry Pi is a low cost, microcomputer that expands the real world design capabilities in 
the classroom. Learn the basic skills and applications of this affordable design alternative.  This 
activity will be great for educators with little or no experience in computer programming. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Incorporate alternative learning strategies in STEM related fields 
 Learn how to start designing with your own Raspberry Pi in the classroom 
 Connect to resources that expand your design in the classroom 

 

Presenters: Joel Tomlinson, Etahe Johnson, Department of Technology 
 

 
Scaffolding Assignments for Students 

Session Strand: Teaching with Technology 
Location: Room 2149-B 
Students may be overwhelmed when asked to create a thesis statement or write a research paper 
if they are unsure where to begin. Scaffolding structures material, bridging the gap between an 
abstract concept and a specific application. Strategies for enhancing critical thinking skills include 
breaking a larger, more complex project into smaller, more manageable parts. This process builds 
conceptualization through support and modeling. As a painter’s scaffolds are taken down when no 
longer needed, a learner’s supports may be removed once the student is working independently. 
This presentation provides examples of scaffolding assignments in Blackboard and demonstrates 
how to facilitate goals through technologies. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Define Assignment Scaffolding 
 Identify how Blackboard can be used for Assignment Scaffolding. 
 Demonstrate the different technologies used for Assignment Scaffolding 

 

Presenters: Mari-Jo Ulbricht, Department of English and Modern Languages; Cathy Hanssens-
Passeri, Center for Instructional Technology and Online Learning  

 

The Engaged Classroom 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2144 
Student engagement is a challenge with millennials.  In our 3 year concentrated program, student 
have long class hours, which can pose a significant challenge in keeping students engaged.  
Therefore, it has become customary for us to employ several strategies to maximize learning & 
retention of material.  These strategies include flip classroom, gamification, and interdisciplinary 
teaching.  Attendees will leave the session with a better understanding of how these strategies can 
assist them in their classrooms.  
 
 



 

 

 
Learning Objectives: 

 Discuss the challenges of maintaining student engagement in a concentrated 3 year 
program 

 Introduce active learning strategies, including technology 
 Demonstrate the use of strategies to teach in an interdisciplinary manner 

 

Presenters: Patrice Jackson-Ayotunde, Miriam Purnell, School of Pharmacy  

 
Bringing the Graduate Seminar to the Undergraduate Classroom 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2146 
In an era in which many classrooms are incorporating technology, I have embraced a pedagogical 
approach that is as old as formal education itself: the seminar room.  Of the many soft skills 
needed by students competing in today’s workforce, small-group discussion is not often treated 
with rigor or assessed as a skill.  However, recently several upper-division English classes have 
embraced the seminar format that puts small-group discussion skills at the forefront.  This 
presentation will navigate through the approach to teaching in a seminar format, highlighting its 
strengths and pitfalls. 
  
Learning Objectives: 

 Promote a skills-based, technology-free, interactive classroom 
 

Presenter: Dean Cooledge, Department of English and Modern Languages  
 
 

Concurrent Session III: 1:30 pm – 2:20 pm 

 
Promoting Transfer through Online Course Design 

Session Strand: Online Learning 
Location: Room 2147 
Can online course design support the transfer of knowledge and skills? This question informs the 
design of ENGL218: Approaches to Grammar Online and ENGL226 Online: World Literature I, 
courses where students are expected to build knowledge and skills that can “travel” to other areas 
of competency. Thus, the study sequence targets transfer as a course goal and as a path for 
student engagement. In practice, however, the reality of transfer proves challenging. To advance 
possible solutions and investigate the pedagogy of course design, this presentation will explore a 
three-fold definition of transfer – as task conception, context conception, and individual 
conception. 
 

Learning Objectives: 
 Become familiar with academic conversations surrounding the concept of transfer and 

discuss these conversations’ relevance to your own courses 
 Discuss basic principles of visual design and reflect on these principles’ relevance to online 

course delivery 



 

 

 
 

 Offer feedback to the presenter’s course design and reflect on enhancement strategies for 
your own courses 

 

Presenter: Gabriela Vlahovici-Jones, Department of English and Modern Languages  
 

Sell Phones Please! 

Session Strand: Teaching with Technology 
Location: Room 2146 
Give in to the technological age of cellphones, tablets, and short movies representing seasoned 
concepts in a relaxed “you can do this” environment.  This session is beneficial for presenters, 
instructors and students alike who rival at the thought of bringing educational competiveness and 
rewards to their audiences.  Participants will be given and experience an overview of mostly free 
commonly used apps and software for classroom and workshop engagement. 
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Utilize cellphones and other technology to flip your classroom 
 Utilize free online sites to present and engage subject matters 
 Learn to create short videos and animation 

 

Presenter: Jamila Johnson, Department of Hospitality and Tourism Management  
 

Global Service Learning Experiences for Student Opportunities Beyond the 
Classroom 

Session Strand: Experiential Education, Service Learning, Community Engagement 
Location: Room 2144 
The session will detail the planning, implementation, and evaluation of the service-learning 
experience in an international setting. Additionally, details of how international mission 
experiences can be integrated as part of an interprofessional rotation with activities and 
reflections in the fields of global health, tropical diseases, culture, and ethics will be included. Best 
practices and lessons learned from missions to Haiti and Nicaragua will be discussed. As students 
practice patient-centered care in an international environment, they are able to foster new 
relationships with diverse communities and bring their impressions to influence initiatives 
domestically.        
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Describe the elements or steps to develop and implement an international service-learning 
experience 

 Create the learning outcomes and activities for an international service-learning experience 
 Develop an initial framework and plan for an international student service-learning 

experience through a roundtable series 

 

Presenters: Yen Dang, Frank Nice, Hoai-An Truong, School of Pharmacy 
  
 



 

 

 
Group Study Pedagogic in Skill Building STEM Courses 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-A 
Modern industry and research is built on projects performed by teams. Team work in classroom 
and outside helps to better engage students into learning process, as well as develop their team 
working skills and better prepare them for a job market. During this presentation different 
techniques of team study will be presented and each technique will be demonstrated. Participants 
will form a 'study teams' and will complete some demo assignments. In addition, the results of 
incorporation of team study into organic chemistry course will be presented, including the 
assessment and student's perspective on group study.  
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Introduce the auditory to different techniques, benefits, obstacles and solutions for group 

study in and out of classroom 
 Let the auditory test different group work methods by participating in demo assignments 
 Demonstrate some positive impact on students' performance as well as student's 

perception of group work 
 
Presenter: Victoria Volkis, Department of Natural Sciences  
 

The University Professor: Expert at Teaching College Texts  
Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-B 
Often, university students are not up to the task of reading the texts and textbooks used in their 
college courses.  This session demonstrates that college professors not only need to teach 
students how to read their college texts, but argues it is the professors in a given content area that 
are best suited to teach reading in their content area.  The session then demonstrates how the 
university professor can help student develop their reading skills and more successfully extract 
meaning from a text.  Participants will first learn how to assess their student’s ability to read their 
content area and second, how to coach struggling readers.    
        

Learning Objectives: 
 Identify students with significant reading challenges in their content area 
 Learn how to address reading problems within their content area 
 Practice the techniques described in the presentation 

 
Presenter: Grattan Baldwin, Department of Education  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Concurrent Session IV: 2:30 pm – 3:20 pm 

 
Lessons Learned from the IUPUI Assessment Institute  
Session Strand: Assessment 
Location: Room 2144 
For four days in October, a team of five faculty and staff from UMES attended what is, according to 
its website, “the nation’s oldest and largest event focused exclusively on outcomes assessment in 
higher education”: the IUPUI Assessment Institute.  Lombusa Khoza, Jichul Kim, Terry Smith, 
Latasha Wade, and Angela Williams attended different sessions relevant to their varied 
responsibilities and interests at UMES, and members of the team will share ideas and practices 
about which we learned, discuss their possible uses, and work toward establishing a culture of 
assessment at UMES. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Share assessment ideas and practices about which we learned 

 Discuss the possible uses of those assessment ideas and practice 

 Work toward establishing a culture of assessment at UMES 

 
Presenters: Terry Smith, Department of English and Modern Languages; Jichul Kim, Office of 
Institutional Research, Planning, and Assessment; Lombuso Khoza, Center for International 
Education; Angela Williams, Center for Access and Academic Success 
 

 
Connecting Professionals with Students in the Classroom through Virtual 
Networking  
Session Strand: Teaching with Technology 
Location: Room 2146 
To motivate today’s college students and keep them focused on completing their degree program, 
the traditional classroom teaching approach is not always effective and more interactive 
engagement strategies are needed. Thus, in an effort to motivate students and reignite excitement 
and interest in their major, this presentation will discuss how Blackboard Collaborate Ultra can be 
used to bring professionals from the workplace to the classroom through virtual networking 
seminars. As a result of these seminars students are able to network with professionals in their 
fields and gain encouragement from interacting with UMES Alumni who are excelling in their 
careers. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Demonstrate how Blackboard Collaborate Ultra can be used to bring guest speakers and 
other individuals into the classroom environment through virtual seminars 

 Provide a step-by-step guide to creating virtual networking opportunities for students in 
the classroom 
 

Presenter: Bridgett Clinton-Scott, Department of Human Ecology 



 

 

 
 

Using Role Play for Knowledge and Skill Assessment 

Session Strand: Assessment 
Location: Room 2147 
Problem-based learning (PBL) is an effective way to engage students in the learning process. 
Because PBL involves higher order thinking, it is an excellent tool for student assessment. A sub-
set of PBL is the "role play" scenario - students must identify the problem, act out the given 
situation to demonstrate a solution. This has been successfully used in dietetics courses and is 
especially effective for management topics. This presentation will include examples of "role play" 
scenarios, evaluation criteria, and suggestions on how to implement them in a variety of 
disciplines. Participants will develop a "role play" scenario for course assessment. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Define "role play" as a subset of problem based learning & assessment 
 Describe ways to use "role play" as a means to engage students in the assessment process 
 Develop a course scenario (i.e. role play) as an assessment strategy for a spring semester 

course 
 

Presenter: Malinda Cecil, Department of Human Ecology 
 

 
Interprofessional Education: Strategies for Implementation, Assessment, and 
Faculty Scholarship Development  
Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-A 
This session will focus on implementing interprofessional activities in a professional curriculum. 
Using examples from the Eastern Shore Collaborative for Interprofessional Education (ESCIPE) 
model developed between UMES and Salisbury University, this interactive session will present 
how select interprofessional teaching activities were developed, assessed, and used as a catalyst 
for faculty scholarship initiatives. Participants will be given the opportunity to assess their own 
courses and curricular continuum to effectively infuse interprofessional education opportunities.         
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Define interprofessional education 
 Discuss innovative interprofessional activities to effectively unite programs from two or 

more institution 
 Integrate and assess interprofessional activities throughout the curricular trajectory, 

including didactic lab, clinical, and service learning opportunities      
 

Presenter: Dennis Klima, Department of Physical Therapy 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Learning to See/Seeing to Learn 

Session Strand: Innovative Pedagogical Approaches 
Location: Room 2149-B 
Taking examples from popular culture and advertising, and using pointed questions to prompt 
active discussion, the instantaneous but complex phenomena of visual communication is broken 
down to 2 steps: denotation and connotation. Denotation is further explored by analyzing the 
application of art elements and principles of design. These abstract concepts from the field of art 
theory, such as visual balance, can be easily understood by simple interactive visual exercises. The 
design principle of emphasis and subordination is demonstrated by actively looking at a painting 
and questioning the artist’s process. Finally, meaning can be interpreted and understood as a 
combination of conceptual visual information.           
 
Learning Objectives: 

 Effectively utilize visuals to demonstrate abstract concepts of art theory 
 Slow down the complex process of visual perception in order to understand how artists 

manipulate the art elements and principles of design 
 Effectively utilize interactive exercises to engage learners    

 
Presenter: Susan Holt, Department of Fine Arts 
 

 


